


State-run tabloid Global Times
was more direct, calling the move
an attempt to “decouple” China
from the global semiconductor
supply chain — a disruption it
warned would drive up costs.

NOTABLE ABSENTEES
From Washington's perspective,
the Pax Silica project is both
economic and strategic — a
policy tool to cement alliances,

safeguard technology supply chains

and redraw the map of global
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interdependence before the Al era

fully takes hold.

Mihaela Papa, director of
research at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology’s Centre
for International Studies, said
that the project’s true measure
of success would be how quickly
it “moves beyond rhetoric to
shape both government and
private-sector behaviour”.

India’s absence was “notable”,
she told This Week in Asia,
especially given the South Asian

nations’s Al ambitions and its
growing importance to both the
global technology supply chain
and US strategic planning.

Papa suggested that
Washington might have withheld
an invitation from New Delhi to
“reduce strategic overreliance”
and retain negotiating leverage in
ongoing trade talks, “while leaving
room to bring India in later under
more beneficial terms”.

Other absentees that analysts
said could later be brought into

the fold include New Zealand,

a “Five Eyes” intelligence partner
with the US that has nonetheless
often pursued a more independent
foreign policy towards China.

“The New Zealand government
is open to closer cooperation with
the US ... particularly in defence
and space technology,” said
Geoffrey Miller, an independent
geopolitical analyst based in the
South Pacific nation.

But unlike Singapore, with
its established logistics and

BRIEFING

LEFT: "PAX SILICA"
SIGNATORIES
HOLD SIGNED
DOCUMENTS

AT A SUMMIT ON
DECEMBER 12 IN
WASHINGTON.
Photo: Getty
Images/AFP

semiconductor expertise, or
Israel and its cybersecurity
capabilities, “it is harder to
see what New Zealand could
directly offer Pax Silica on the
technological front”, he said.

Observers like Chen see
Pax Silica as a functional
successor to the supply-chain
agreements forged under
the Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework in 2023, only with
a “narrower, more specific”
focus on semiconductors,
critical minerals and Al.

Both initiatives, he said,
sought to mobilise investment
among participants and address
supply chain vulnerabilities.

Chen added that Beijing
would likely view Pax Silica as
yet another US-led containment
effort, though he predicted it
would respond by deepening
cooperation through existing
regional mechanisms and
pushing harder for accession
to the Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement for
Trans-Pacific Partnership
rather than creating a rival bloc.

China, for its part, has long
promoted deeper technology
cooperation and supply chain
coordination through Brics
and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation, while stressing
that neither grouping is anti-US
and warning against “zero-sum
thinking”, according to Papa.

“By the same logic,” she told
This Week in Asia, “the Trump
administration’s priority is to
advance US interests without
being inherently adversarial
across all its operations.” ®
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